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RESPONSE TO THE SWRCB’S REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON A STATEWIDE RECYCLED WATER
PoLICY

Dear, Ms. Doduc,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments to the State Water Resource Control Board
(SWRCB) on the development of a statewide water recycling policy. We agree with, and
enthusiastically support, the SWRCB staff’s recommendation that the Board should pursue the
development of a statewide policy.

Since the 1970’s the SWRCB and the Legislature have issued decisions and directions that
advocate for the increased use of recycled water. However, as a state we are failing to meet
these goals (1 MAF by 2010), in part because of the existing regulatory confusion and
uncertainty. Adding to the delay and confusion is the difference in application and interpretation
of relevant laws and water code provisions by the Regional Boards. A great deal of confusion
exists today about how to best promote environmentally sound uses and apphcatlons of recycled
water. The need for a statewide policy is both timely and prudent.

In part, given that the state has recognized that it must actively manage and mitigate the negative
impacts that climate change will have on our water quality and water supplies, we currently have
a unique opportunity to begin to proactively and thoughtfully develop holistic and sustainable
solutions to supply a high quality reliable water supply t6 all Californians. The collapse of the
ecological health of the Delta is another indication that Californians cannot continue to think of,



value, and use our water exactly as we have in the past. We must use our water wisely, and we
must reuse it in every instance where it is safe and makes sense to do so.

We applaud your efforts to involve a wide array of interested stakeholders in the development of
this important policy, and look forward to actively participating in the process. ‘Increasingly, it is
necessary for all stakeholders (government, industry, environmental, public, etc.) to collaborate
and work together to find ways integrate solutions to water supply and water quality issues. This
is a difficult and challenging task, but one that will produce many more long term benefits than
isolated problem solving. '

In addition to responding to the Board’s questions (see below), we have also added the following
related comments for your consideration:

Promote and Ensure the Environmental Benefits of Water Conservation: In addition

to finding integrated solutions to water supply and water quality problems, there is a great

opportunity to produce environmental benefits as a result of increased water use
efficiency through conservation and increased recycled water use. Currently,
mechanisms do not exist to ensure that all (or a portion of) the potable water that is offset
by conservation or recycled water projects is permanently dedicated to environmental
uses (in stream flow, habitat restoration, etc.). We encourage the SWRCB to develop
ways to link conserved water to environmental uses.

Not all Recycled Water Projects are Created Equal: The water supply and water
quality pros and cons related to recycled water projects differ greatly depending on the
type of project (irrigation, industrial or non-potable use, indirect potable reuse, direct
potable reuse, etc.). The SWRCB’s recycled water policy must consider these
differences and provide clear policy guidance accordingly. Miscommunication about
recycled water issues is often caused by blurring different project types. One cannot
adequately regulate different types of recycled water projects with one blanket policy.

Consider the Alternatives: Since recycled water projects are often new and innovative
projects that bring together water quality and water supply interests for the first time,
skeptics often create fear and raise objections around issues such as: emerging
contaminants and regional salt management issues. We request that the SWRCB
consider these valid concerns in context with all other water supply options. Emerging
contaminants are an increasing problem. So is salt. But these problems exist in most
water supplies, and are certainly not limited to, or caused by, recycled water. Recycled
water projects must not be unnecessarily burdened with solving these problems. Instead,
the SWRCB should consider developing state or region-wide programs to address these
larger problems directly (source reduction programs, education, etc.).

In considering the value of a recycled water project, we encourage the SWRCB to
consider all of the other water supply alternatives (and their water quality and
environmental impacts) for the proposed use. For example, other water supply options
might include: 1) Imported water: the energy necessary to move it, the environmental
impacts of doing so, increasing salinity, etc.; 2) Desalinated Ocean Water: the negative




